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Activity Report  
July- September 2009 

 
Activity Highlights: 
1. Low Carbon Automotive Directory published (Updated) 
2. LowCVP welcomes changes to the Bus Service Operators Grant (BSOG) and 

introduction of the £30m fund to support purchase of low carbon buses 
3. LowCVP joins Cenex 
4. LowCVP membership exceeds 350 (123 as signed-up owner-members) 
5. LowCVP to host seminar programme at Sustainabilitylive! 2010 
6. LowCVP improving access and engagement through Webinars 
7. Over 50% of car buyers now familiar with the car label with record levels of dealers 

displaying 
8. LowCVP announces plans to extend car labelling into the nearly new market 
9. Government announces transport budgets after pressure from LowCVP 
10. LowCVP participates in three party conference fringe meetings 
11. LowCVP highly commended at the British Renewable Energy Awards 
12. Partnership members attitudes survey reveals lack of Government leadership 
13. Other Activities 
Annex 1 – Meetings and other activities 
Annex 2 – Board, Steering Group and Working Group Meetings 
Board 
Members Council 
Bus Working Group 
Fuels Working Group 
Passenger Car Working Group 
 
 
1. Low Carbon Automotive Directory published (Updated) 
LowCVP has supported the development of a new guide to organisations engaged in the 
research, development and supply of low carbon vehicle and fuel technologies. The Low 
Carbon Automotive Directory, compiled by the LowCVP and produced by UKTI provides 
information on the capabilities of a range of UK companies and organisations involved in the 
low carbon automotive sector. A published version is also being produced by UKTI to 
promote UK capabilities at trade fairs internationally. The directory is available in electronic 
form from: 

http://lowcvp.islecms.co.uk/assets/other/Low%20Carbon%20Automotive%20Directory.pdf  

UPDATED: Due to intense interest in the Directory from further stakeholders, further entries 
have been accepted and the Directory is being republished this autumn. The secretariat will 
notify members of details once available. 
 
 
2. LowCVP welcomes changes to the Bus Service Operators Grant (BSOG) and 

introduction of the £30m fund to support purchase of low carbon buses  
 
Following five years of concerted action by its Bus Working Group, LowCVP welcomed 
changes to the Bus Service Operators Grant (BSOG) which removed the inherent bias 
against fuel efficient low carbon buses announced in the Budget. However, the Partnership 
cautioned DfT that the provision of only 6p per kilometre additional payment received by a 
low carbon bus only provided parity with the equivalent payment that a diesel bus would 
receive. The payment does not therefore provide the incentive promised by the Secretary of 
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State when he announced the change (but not the amount) in December 2008 and that an 
additional incentive would be required to support the roll out of these buses initially. 
 
The Partnership were therefore strongly welcomed the subsequent announcement by the 
Secretary of State for Transport that the DfT would introduce a £30 million fund to support 
the purchase of low carbon buses over the next two years. This will support the procurement 
of several hundred low carbon emission buses and should help transform the market in the 
UK. 
 
LowCVP have been actively supporting the DfT Bus Subsidy Advisory Group that was 
established to advise the DfT on the amendments to BSOG. Detailed work by the 
Partnership showed that an additional 6p per kilometre for low carbon buses would provide 
equivalence with convention diesel buses. LowCVP recommended to the DfT initial support 
of 12p per kilometre and that the Department for Transport fund a demonstration programme 
to encourage bus operators outside London to gain experience of the new low carbon 
technologies. The Partnership continues to work closely with officials in the design of the 
purchase support fund, the testing and accreditation procedures and is developing a 
dedicated area on the LowCVP to provide support and advice on low carbon buses.  
 
 
3. LowCVP joins Cenex 

LowCVP has formerly joined Cenex as a member following its incorporation in April. The 
Partnership has been involved with Cenex since it was originally proposed by the 1st New 
Automotive Innovation and Growth Team. The LowCVP Innovation Working Group 
undertook work to develop the NAIGT proposals into a draft initial work programme and 
objectives. The LowCVP Director chaired the Steering Group which oversaw the setup of 
Cenex for BERR and was appointed as a Director – in an individual capacity since LowCVP 
had no legal structure. 

With the incorporation of LowCVP, the Board approved an approach Cenex to become a 
member that was approved at a recent Cenex Board meeting. The change is largely an 
administrative one formalising the current arrangements through which LowCVP engages 
through the Managing Director in his personal capacity. 

 
4. LowCVP membership exceeds 350 (123 as signed-up owner-members) 
35 new organisations have applied to join the LowCVP since April with 123 signed up as 
Partners (owner-members). Recommendations for membership are made by the Managing 
Director subject to confirmation by the Members Council. The Members Council approved 31 
new members. Search new and current members at the LowCVP website. 
 
 
5. LowCVP to host seminar programme at Sustainabilitylive! 2010 
LowCVP has announced a call for papers for Sustainability Live. LowCVP is to run a one-day 
programme of seminars at the 2010 Sustainabilitylive! Exhibition which runs from 20 to 22 
April next year at the NEC in Birmingham. The LowCVP is inviting members to submit 
proposals for seminar presentations on cutting carbon emissions from road transport. 
Sustainabilitylive! is host to five leading environmental exhibitions which attracted over 7,000 
visitors to the NEC earlier this year. Further details at 
http://www.lowcvp.org.uk/news/1244/lowcvp-to-host-seminar-programme-at-
sustainabilitylive-2010-exhibition-opens-call-for-papers/ 
 
 
6. LowCVP improving access and engagement through Webinars  
LowCVP is about to commence use of webinars to increase access and engagement of 
stakeholder in key discussions. These will be short sharp debates on key matters of interest. 
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The function will also aid sub-working group discussions and project development. The first 
webinar is being planned on electric vehicles and will provisionally take place on Friday 
lunchtime, October 23 and further details will be announced soon. 
 
 
7. Over 50% of car buyers now familiar with the car label with record levels of dealers 

displaying  
A survey conducted for the LowCVP has shown that 54% of car buyers are now aware of the 
new car fuel economy label. When asked how important the label was in helping them 
choose the make and model of car, 71% of car buyers who were aware of the label said that 
it was important. The most valuable information elements are the cost of running the vehicle 
for a year, fuel consumption and CO2 emissions. 

The survey showed that the traditional sources of information for car buyers are changing. 
Both the car showroom and friends and family are becoming less important to car buyers, 
while internet sources are becoming more popular. However, it is clear that there is room for 
improvement with 81% of car buyers said that they would like to be provided with better 
comparative data between cars of a similar size. 

The new car fuel economy label’s utilisation, already at a high level, is continuing to grow. 
The LowCVP car dealer survey conducted in June indicated that 94% of dealerships have 
adopted the new car label, up 3% on last year, with 88% of cars surveyed displaying the 
label and 81% of dealerships achieving the good performance target.  Twenty car brands 
have now achieved the target level of performance, along with 116 of the 185 dealer groups 
surveyed. 

 

8. LowCVP announces plans to extend car labelling into the nearly new market 

LowCVP announced the intention to launch a car labelling scheme for the nearly new market 
at its annual conference in June. The label is a voluntary initiative developed by LowCVP 
with support from RMIF, SMMT and DfT and builds on the success and consumer 
awareness of the new car label. On the 3rd August, further details were released to the trade 
press resulting in extensive coverage across all key publications and websites. The 
consumer launch event will take place on 2nd November with Transport Minister Sadiq Khan. 
As at mid-September, approximately 500 dealers had signed-up to the scheme.  

 
9. Government announces transport budgets after pressure from LowCVP 
LowCVP welcomed the announcement of Government plans to reduce transport emissions 
and notably the clear budgets which were established for the sector for which it had been 
campaigning. The recent membership survey highlighted the need for clearer strategic 
thinking with 90% of respondents in favour the Government setting a specific sectoral target 
for carbon emissions from UK road transport as part of its carbon budgets to be prepared in 
response to Climate Change Act. This has been partly addressed by the recent publication of 
Low Carbon Transport a Greener Future and represents a further important influence of the 
Partnership on policy development. 
 
In a press release the Managing Director welcomed the acknowledgement that transport 
needed to make a material contribution to carbon reductions and the need for clear milestone 
targets in transport as part of the Strategy.” He added "The LowCVP provides a unique 
structure for validating and strengthening the work of the new OLEV and we will welcome the 
opportunity to work with officials under the new, streamlined structure when it is set up in the 
autumn."  
 
10. LowCVP participates in three party conference fringe meetings  
LowCVP has participated in three fringe meetings held under the auspices of the Climate 
Clinic at each of the party conferences held September and early-October. The Climate 

3 



Clinic is a collaboration between 21 organisations; a forum where party leaders, ministers, 
renowned scientists, opinion formers, environmentalists, low-carbon associations, business 
leaders and the public come together to debate the issues and spotlight the solutions to the 
problem of climate change. For further details see: 
http://www.lowcvp.org.uk/news/1235/lowcvp-activities-at-the-party-conferences/ 
 
 
11. LowCVP highly commended at the British Renewable Energy Awards 
LowCVP was highly commended in the Advocacy Category of the British Renewable Energy 
Awards for its work on biofuel sustainability. The 2009 Awards were presented at a Gala 
Dinner at the Jumeirah Carlton Tower in London on 11th June.  
 
The Advocacy Award is presented to the NGO, campaign, publication or association that has 
done most to enhance awareness of renewables in the public and/or key opinion formers. 
The Award was won by Renewable Tariff Campaign (Friends of Earth and the Tariff coalition. 
This built an impressive coalition of supporters for renewable energy feed-in-tariffs. working 
with Lords and MP's led by Alan Simpson; the campaign overturned previous government 
policy and got into the Energy Act. 
 
LowCVP jointly hosted a table at the Awards with Ecofys and E4tech who undertook much of 
the technical work and invited a cross-section of members who had been intimately involved 
in the achievement. 
 
12. Partnership members attitudes survey reveals lack of Government leadership 
A survey of 100 LowCVP members has found Government does not give enough priority to 
reducing transport emissions and is falling behind leading nations. Only a minority (16%) of 
respondents believe the Government is giving sufficient priority to low carbon transport 
issues, compared to 72% who disagree. (In a similar survey in 2007, 26% felt sufficient 
priority was given.) Only 4% believe the UK is a ‘global leader’, and 15% see the UK as a 
leader in Europe. In contrast, the majority believe that the UK is either an ‘average performer’ 
(49%) or lagging behind other countries (31%). 
 
The UK Government ranked relatively well, however, in terms of the contribution made so far 
to cutting road transport emissions compared to other stakeholders, with only the European 
Government being seen to do more.  
 
One area in need of clear improvement is in terms of clearer strategic thinking with 90% of 
respondents in favour the Government setting a specific sectoral target for carbon emissions 
from UK road transport as part of its carbon budgets to be prepared in response to Climate 
Change Act. This has been partly addressed by the recent publication of Low Carbon 
Transport A Greener Future and represents a further important influence of the Partnership 
on policy development. 
 
Around half of respondents also believe the car industry will meet its target of 130g/km by 
2015, although nearly a third (32%) thinks it will be missed. Despite this, looking forward to 
2020, the experts want more stretching targets. 84% support a target of at least 95g/km with 
over half proposing a level of 90g/km or lower.  
 
Views on the value of biofuels are divided. 50% think that biofuels make a net positive 
contribution to tackling climate change, compared to 28% who disagree and 22% who are 
undecided. In spite of the well publicised concerns about biofuels, expert opinion has 
become only slightly more guarded among experts since 2007 when 56% were supportive. 
Two thirds (65%) of respondents said that the Government was right to slow down the 
introduction of biofuels following the Gallagher Review.  
 
Just over half of respondents found Government support for electric and plug-in hybrid 
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vehicles to be justified – but nevertheless felt Government should not pick technology 
winners. 61% of the experts responding to the survey believe the role of Government is to 
specify the aim but not the means for emissions reductions. A quarter supports Government 
adopting a “technology portfolio” which it backs with policies to reduce new car CO2 
emissions were seen as the top priority. 

 
13. Other Activities 
The Secretariat has participated in a range of other member / government-led activities, 
summarised below with full details contained in Annex 1. 
 

 23 activities (mainly meetings) with Government Departments 
 10 meetings with agencies or local government 
 6 activities with MPs, Ministers or other events with a Parliamentary focus 
 6 meetings or other activities with members  
 11 meetings or other activities with stakeholders  
 1 international meetings / seminars 

 
Future LowCVP meetings are tabulated below 
 

 Board Members 
Council 

BWG CVWG FWG PCWG IWG 

Oct  22nd    29th   14th  
Nov 24th   4th    18th   
Dec        
Jan       12th 
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Annex 1 – Meetings and other activities 
 15/6 Bus Service Advisory Group 
 16/6 River Simple launch 
 16/6 Act on CO2 meeting 
 18-19/6 COMPRO meeting (international 

LC bus procurement) 
 24/6 RED stakeholder meeting 
 25/6 What Green Car Judging 
 
 6/7 RED Stakeholder meeting 
 6/7 APPRTFG reception 
 7/7 EIC Reception 
 8/7 Climate clinic members meeting 
 9/7 Jaguar launch 
 9/7 Red/FQD Stakeholder meeting 
 10/7 ILUC Meeting Dft 
 13/7 Pacts Meeting 
 13/7 Challenges in the transition to a 

low carbon society – conference drive 
 15/7 Carbon Trust 
 15/7 RIA reception 
 15/7  DECC reception 
 16/7 Cenex Board 
 16/7 RMIF workshop 
 20/7 Meeting Sustainability Live 
 21/7 EEDA meeting 
 23/7 Act on CO2 meeting 
 24/7 BSAG meeting 
 30/7 Biofuels meeting DfT 
 31/7 Biofuels modelling workshop 
 
 3/8 RED/FQD stakeholder workshop 
 3/8 Climate Clinic meeting 
 5/8 Green TV 

 6/8 DfT BSAG 
 10/8 DfT BSAG 
 11/8 TSB meeting 
 11/8 RIA meeting 
 12/8 DfT meeting 
 14/8 Christopher Moir – Warwick 

University 
 25/8 Millbrook eco-driving event 
 26/8 IPEICA ILUC Steering committee  
 27/8  ETI meeting 
 
 8/9 BP meeting 
 9/9-10/9  LCV2009 
 16/9 TSB meeting 
 16/9 VIPER  
 17/9 Sustainability Live organisers 
 18/9 AEAT meeting 
 18/9 DfT BSAG 
 21/9-23/9 Lib Dem party conference 
 22/9 DfT Biofuel Modelling 
 23/9 UKTI Automotive meeting 
 23/9 Cenex Board 
 24/9 BIS Innovation meeting 
 25/9 DfT RED Stakeholders 
 28/9-30/9 Labour party conference 
 28/9 RFA Open Board 
 
 01/10  UKERC meeting 
 02/10 DfT Treasury 
 05/10 Conservative party conference 
 07/10-08/10 Bus and Coach Live 2009 
 

 
 



Annex 2 – Board, Steering Group and Working Group Meetings 
 
Board 
 
The Board met on 15th September and addressed: 

 Membership fees 
 Work programme progress 
 LowCVP response to Low Carbon Transport: A Greener Future 
 An evidence based approach to improved consumer labelling 
 Office of Low Emission Vehicles 
 Processes & timelines for finalising the work programme and strategy 
 Risk management & register 

 
The next board meeting is 24th November. 
 
 
Members Council 
 
The Members Council met on 22 July at the DfT. The following substantive issues were 
addressed: 
 

 Andy Eastlake, Millbrook, was appointed as the Chairman, Konstanze Scharring 
(SMMT) and Malcolm Watson (UKPIA) as Vice Chairs. 

 The Terms of Reference of the Members Council were confirmed.  
 Five ad-hoc positions were appointed with representatives from  

- Luke Herbert  Jaguar Land Rover 
- Ian Bown  Lubrizol 
- Michelle Morton Shell 
- James Scruby  Matrix Biofuels 
- John Lippe  Ford 
- Andy Eastlake  Millbrook (will represent the interests of the Partnership 

Chairman). 
 Membership of the 31 organisations was confirmed 
 The Secretariat was asked to examine as part of the Strategy how the Working 

Groups should operate given that new members were increasingly joining multiple 
groups. 

 The Communications programme was reviewed and given the Council’s broad 
support  

 Notable work programme successes were highlighted including 
- Removal of barrier to low carbon bus introduction following the review of the 

BSOG (following extensive work by the Bus WG) 
- Car buyer survey completed showing increased awareness of the label 
- Innovation WG has launched Technology Challenge announced at the annual 

conference in June 
- Car advertising survey completed for 2008  
- Biofuels C-linkage initial recommendations have received a positive reaction 

from the Department which are basing their initial proposal on these.  
 Proposed amendments to the work programme were confirmed, including: 

- To the bus work programme following positive policy developments. 
- To the work of the Act on CO2 Stakeholder Manager (following programme 

strategy changes). 
 Initial ideas for the 2010-13 Strategy were considered and received broad support.  
 A temporary Membership Coordinator has been appointed within the Secretariat for 3 

months to clean up and rationalise all membership lists and create a Customer 
Relations Management system.  
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Bus Working Group 
 
The Bus Working Group met on the 8th July 2009. The meeting discussed: 

 DfT update 
 BSOG Low Carbon Emission Bus (LCEB)  
 LCEB certification guidance for bus manufacturers 
 Review of documentation for LCEB testing and accreditation 
 LowCVP website – LCEB microsite 
 LCEB procurement   
 Discussion on operation of £30m LCEB fund – How LowCVP can best support? 
 EIB, Clean low carbon bus facility 

 
Fuels Working Group  
 
The FWG met on 15th July. The meetings discussed a range of issues including: 
 

 Appointments to Membership Council 
 RTFO / RED / FQD implementation and LowCVP input to this 
 The draft findings of the High Blend Biofuels project 
 Advanced biofuels pathways 
 Impacts of the RTFO on UK business 
 Indirect land use change (ILUC) 

 
The next meeting takes place on 29th October. 
 
Passenger Car Working Group 
 
PCWG met on 15th September. The meeting covered: 

 Updates from DfT including  
o EC regulation of Car and Van CO2 
o Act on CO2  

 Labelling 
o Labelling Directive Review 
o Car dealer survey results & review  
o Marketing Best Practice Guide – update 
o Used car label – update 

 Van CO2 Study   
o Van CO2 Study – provisional results 
o Modelling van CO2 

 Fleet commitment – project plan 
 Improved consumer information 

 
The group next meets on 18th November. 
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